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which the beauty of the world and human life diaws from
the answering soul, and the most delicate criticism of
learned litterateurs, there is as great a difference as between
the lyre of ScXppho and the prosody of Alexandria. And a
handling of Religion, however ingeniously presented, to
which it is indifferent whether Divine things are but clouds,
evolved during one season and melting in another within
the atmosphere of human thought, or are, in very truth, the
real presence within the finite of infinite and eternal Mmd,
is much too 'impartial7 for the 'interest in Religion ' which
I wish to mark. Without departing so far from the first-
hand inspirations of wonder, admiration, and reverence as
to forget their objects in what they have contributed to
human civilisation, without quite treating it all as capital
for the critic and material for the examination room, there
is an intermediate state of mind, in which the first impulse
to read the order and feel the beauty of the world, and
commune with the Divine Spirit that is more than both, is
still assumed to be true, but so overlaid by a tangle of
thought and apparatus of discovery, and treasures of art,
and piles of literature, and monuments of superstition, as to
be almost stifled beneath the weight, and rarely diaw a free
and quickening breath. It is difficult for the mind which
has to assume the judicial office of sifting opinions and ex-
posing fallacies and correcting usages and rules, from the
high seat of critical superiority, not to lose the inverse habit
of submissive learning from the objects of so much thought,
as transcending and embracing it. Yet, without any con-
scious impairing of this habit, it may be gradually replaced
by mere mental interest m the thoughts and emotions con-
cerned in it, and have its most conspicuous vestige in a
type of culture which is loved and sought. A spring of
action is thus supplied which plants in the conscience a new
grade of authority.

It evidently carries in it an appreciation of all the ideal
side of human life, and aims at the perfecting of the reason,
the imagination, and the moial affections. Its zeal is spent